Sample agenda for a parent literacy program 

Urban Imagination Network

Parent Development Program

Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago
Wednesday, January 24, 2001

Focus:
Communication

10:00 AM
Welcome, sign-in

10:10 AM
Activity 1: What are some tools that we use to communicate?
· Make a list at your table of all the different ways you can observe that 4th Presbyterian church uses to communicate what it is and what it cares about

· How have the ways in which people communicate changed in the last ten years? 

10:30 AM
Activity 2: Positive Communication: The Power of the Right Question

· Person who sets the question sets the direction and has the power of a change agent (crime vs. safety)

· Images of the future are powerful. We move in the direction of what we can imagine (M. Jordan dunk shot)

· Positive communication is essential to mental health and requires practice—we are surrounded by negative vocabulary

· Positive images of public school parents are essential to creating a social culture in which parents are enabled to make a contribution consistent with what they value

· Human systems want to move in a positive direction, like plants seeking the sun. Positive questions and feedback create energy. Like the sun, they make it possible to live and to grow

· You can help create this positive environment. Building a positive competence in your children may be one of the most important skills you can help develop

· It is important to name and claim what’s working as well as what needs work—problem solving vs. appreciative inquiry

Appreciative Inquiry Interview (15 minutes) share in pairs

· What is something about your child that you are especially proud of?

· What is something you especially value about yourself as a parent?

· What is one thing you do with or for your child that helps them to learn?

· What is something you especially value about your children’s school?

· What is something you especially value about this parent program?

Understand-Imagine-Create

Share at your table some of your values and best practices
How do you let your child know what you DO want them to do?

11:30 AM
Activity #3: Computers as a tool for communication
· Complete the computer inventory

· Discuss with your tablemates what are the most important uses of a computer

· Using the picture of the computer in front of you, identify the parts of a computer and their functions

· In what ways have computers made communication easier?

Reflect as a large group on tools for gathering information



Building computer literacy: Computer fundamentals

As a group, create a poster or flyer advertising computer training classes at your school

· What information do you want to include?

· What symbols?

· How will you communicate what’s most important?

12:30
Raffle, Lunch and evaluations 

Next school-wide workshop is on February 21 

Location: Advocate Health Care, Ravenswood Hospital Campus

Topic: Family Health

Computer Word Bank – Palabras relacionadas con la computadora

English




Spanish

CD Rom  




CD Rom

Central Processing Unit (C.P.U) 
Unidad de procesamiento Central 

Data  




Datos

Floppy disk  



Disco

Hard drive  



Disco duro

Hardware  



Equipo

Keyboard 
 



Teclado

Memory  




Memoria

Monitor  




Monitor

Mouse  




Ratón 

Output 




Salida

Printer 




Impresora

Processing  



Procesamiento

Program 




Programa

Software  




Software
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