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Ih a City as big as Chicago there
are SO mahy wonderful places to
explore — Z0os, museums, libraries, amusement parks and so on.
Onhe of our challenges is how to get there. This section helped
us to understand how to get around using public
trahsportation.

We completed:

= Map reading ahd mapping our neighborhoods

= A discussioh on how the past conhects with the
present and future

= A discussion on the different forms Of
trahsportation in ChiCago

= 4 discussion onh the advanhtages anhd
disadvantages of using publiC trahsportation

= AcCtivities on how to teaCh your Child about using
publiC transportation ahd developing map sKills

To add to your resources in this section | !
we’ll:
= Ghare your applications \\
= [ist additional resources




Take it Fro

Getting From Here to There |

#1 this activity Wwill teach: THE ROUTES BETWEEN < Foltec Eus 129 4 1) >
HOME AND FREQUENT DESTINATIONS :

o . < Bz:r::\yan"L"tUSSthSt. (2)>
sKills utilized: writing, sorting

resources needed: markers, popsiCle stiCKs, envelopes

activity: You and your child will take a trip using publiC transportation. Each
time you ahd your child board a bus or train, your child will write the bus route
humber and hame on a popsicCle stick. He or she will also humber the popsicle
sticks showing what bus or train they took 1%, 2", 3™ ahd so on. When you ahd
your child returh t0 your beginhing |oCation, all the popsicle stiCKks are placed in
ohe envelope and your trip destination is written on the front of the envelope.
For example: Museum of Science and Industry, EVergreen Plaza Mall, Art
Institute, etC.

hints: You might want to add the hame of the place oh each Of the StiCKks for
€ach trip so they don’t get [0St Or put in the wrong envelope.

#2 this activity will teach: HOW TO ESTIMATE HOW
LONG A TRIP WILL TAKE

sKills _utilized: multiplication, division, addition,
subtraction
resources needed: map or atlas, ruler, notepad, pencil
activity: While traveling in the Car, my daughter constantly asks “How [ong will
it take to get there?” or “Are we there yet?” Go, using a map, 1 map out the
route we plan to take. (Jsing the map SCale and a ruler T have my daughter
measure the distance from our house to the destination and determine how
many miles that is. If we are driving on the freeway, 1 estimate 60-65 miles per
hour, and I have my daughter divide the total humber of miles for the trip by 60
Or 65. This gives her an estimate of how many hours the trip will take. AsS we
travel, she Canh subtraCt the amount Of time we have already been inh the Car




from the total estimated time Of the trip, giving her a sense of how much longer
the trip Will take.

hints: Have your child tally how much time the trip actually took and compare
the times, discussing the reasons why they are different.
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" #3 this aceiviey will teach: HOW TO ESTIMATE THE -',
AMOUN’I‘ AND PRICE OF GAS NEEDED FOR A CAR

I
: SKills utilized: addition, subtraction, multipliCation, division
5 resources needed: the length of the trip in miles, the gas mileage of the Car,

! the priCe Of gas per gallon

| getivity: 1 have my daughter figure out how many gallons of gas we will use on a
| trip by dividing the total estimated miles for the trip by the gas mileage of the |

| car. For example if our trip is estimated to be 100 miles long, and our Car gets

| 20 miles to each gallon of gas, my daughter would divide 100 by 20 to get 5
| allons of gas. Then, she multiplies the gallons needed by the priCe of gas per
gallon. For example, 5 gallons times the Cost Of gas, $1.65, equals $8.25. This is
g the estimated COost Of 2as for the trip.
| hints: (Fas prices are going up ahd down so much -- discuss that and how it !
: affects the way you plah your budget. You might also compare the difference
i oF Cost between driving, £lying or taking a train to the same place.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comparing Transportation Cost

Trip From: To:
Car Plane Train
Trip From: To:
Cab Bus: Train:

[Which is cheaper?
= [What would make you decide to take one over the other?
= [What makes one so much more expensive than the other?

#¢ this activity will teaclr THE COST OF TRAVEL

sKills utilized: addition, subtraCtion, making Comparisons



resources heeded: money, map

activity: My child and 1 will ride in @ Cab, bus, and train to different sights
around the city. e will compare how much money is heeded for the different
means Of transportation. I will ask my child what she thinks influences why one
mode Of transportation Costs more Or |ess thanh anhother way. We will also talk
about walking and biking as alterhative methods Of trahsportation, Comparing
the cost and time to the previous three methods.

hints: You Cah use a Chart similar to the one above.

#5 this activity will teach: MAP MAKING SKILLS

SKIlIs utifized: writing, concept of maps

resources heeded: poster board, pencCil, Crayons or markers, ruler
aceivity: Ask your Child to piCk a place ih the neighborhood that
they visit often. Help them draw a map that shows the route from your house
€0 this place and all the important places they pass onh their way. Make sure to
ask them if the schools, churches, stores, and parks in the neighborhood are on
their map. Help them label the streets. Have them show Yyou their intended
destination on their map and use it the hext time they go there.

hints: You Cah also ask them to Cut out houses, Churches, stores, etC. ahd then
[ayout a map using them.

#6 this activity will teach: MAP READING AND DIRECTION WRITING

SKIlIS utilized: addition, direction writing, reading a map, Using a map sCale
resources nheeded: map, bus, or train timetables/map

activity: When my son wants to g0 downtown with friends, T will
require that we take a “dry-run” on paper. We will find the spot
that they want to Visit oh @ map ahd determine how to get there
& | on public transportation. He must write out directions that
include which bus or train to ride, which direction to ride it,
which side of the street to stand on to CatCh the bus, ahd where
to get Off. (Jsing the map SCale and bus or traih timetables, he will

have to Calculate the distance to be traveled ahd he must also
include an estimate of how |long the trip will take in his directions.



hihts: AS a part Of your “dry-run” you might wanht to go through different

sCenarios, such as: “what if you got on the wronhg bus?”, “what if someonhe
Offered tO giVe You a ride while You were waiting for the bus?” Make a game of

this!

Write out directions here:
Leaving: Going to: Transportation Needed:




#7 _this activity will teach: MAP MAKING AND MAP

SKills utilized: map making, reading

resources heeded: paper, pencil, Crayons, bus fare

* activity: Take your child oh a bus ride not far from your home.
Take the pencils ahd have your child draw a map Of the path from your house
to0 the destination, including the Streets between Yyour house anhd the
destination. (Jsing the Crayons, have your child color ahd draw some symbols
that represent different places in the neighborhood, such as a church, park, or
store. Come bacCk the same way onh the trip home and have your child use their
map to tell You what lahdmarks or streets are Coming up next. You Cah make it
their responsibility to guide you home agaih, telling you where to get Off the
bus, and which streets to turnh at, using their map as a reference.

hints: Be Careful to think about the age level of your children and what each
level is Capable Of. Younger children may just refer tO places (turh at
McDonalds or by Jimmy’s house) while older children may be able to be much
more specCificC.

#8 this aceivity will teachH: HOW TO USE A REFERENCE GRID

sKills utilized reading

resources needed: map with a reference grid

activity: Open the map ahd have your children select a place from the list of
places Of interest. They should identify the coordinates that Correspond to
that place anhd find that letter ahd number oh the map. They Cah use their
fingers to find the intersection of the CorreCt column and row ahd onhce they
have pinpointed their destination, have them practiCe by piCking more places
and |oCating them in the same way.

hints: You Can also do this baCkwards. Find a place oh map anhd give them the
coordinates for that place, then have them |00k at the map and figure out what
place is |oCated at the intersection of those coordinates.




Places of Interest
Navy Pier C1
The Art Institute E-¢

MAP

A B C D E F
%!7 Navy
I Pier
/ i
e ATt —
| Institute
|




#9 this aceivity will teach: MAP READING

—
, . . - ) . r~*(\‘u\v/wy(w,f‘
SKills utilized: map reading, giving directions (A S0

resources needed: maps

activity: TWhen our family goes on a Car trip, T Will give each child a map of the
route we are taking. While we are driving, each child will take turns giving us
directions about whiCh roads to take, whiCh direction to travel, etC.

H #10 this activity will teach: HOW TO LEARN THE CHICAGO PUBLIC

sKills utilized: directions, reading a map and timetable

resources heeded: money to ride buses and trains, trahsit system
map (Mmaps Cah be obtained free of Charge at most train stations)
activity: ] took a group of heighborhood children downtown who
had nhever been there before. First I had them Call the ChiCago Transit
Authority (CTA) information line. They had to ask about bus and train routes
and figure out how to get to the airport and back home again using the map and
the information they founhd out from CTA. We went to both Q’Hare and
Midway airports- good destinations because we had to Change trains downtown
ahd both airport Stops are at the end Of their train line.

hints: ({Jse the train color-coding as ah aid to riding the “LL” — this is a good
point Of reference. Maybe make a Same out Of it — 10 questions

Ex. T'm going to go to Midway oh the “L” using the trainh — wWhat Color train
system would ] take to get me directly there?




Written [Materials

Transit Ihformation Center 836-7000
Metra Maps

Metra Passenger Service — 312-322-6777
Amtrack Schedules

Computer Websites
www.worldbook.com
www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/geography
www.geomatters.com
www.hystromnet.com
www.djmsoftware.com
WwWw.rtachiCago.oCm
www.metrarail.com
www.amtraCk.com

People to Talk to

Bus drivers

Metra Ihformation Center
Amtrack



http://www.worldbook.com/
http://www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/geography
http://www.geomatters.com/
http://www.nystromnet.com/
http://www.amtrack.com/

Airline Information Staff (Call by the individual airline)
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