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Socially constructive conversation proceeds by:


1. Opening a topic (demonstration) UNDERSTAND

You focus attention, orientation by setting an affirmative topic (one term)
You create safe hospitable space within which dialogue can happen

Role of research here: to help establish key topics

2. IMAGINE involves seeing an issue from multiple perspectives and establishing interpretation. DIALOGUE --IMAGINE a—b (two terms in conversation)

In dialogue, a new word emerges out of conversation that didn’t exist before.
Dialogue stretches our current language and adds new language. Mutual irradiation enlarges our discourse.

Role of research: to understand multiple perspectives that need to be brought to bear; to make a case for differing perspectives; to understand what is happening 

3. CREATE Moving to action- what do we do? 


Now dealing with 3 or 4 terms


Role of research can be to expand view by adding historical, imaginative precedents that can be brought to bear
Action often justified in terms of analogy…this worked elsewhere , and this is like that

How do we adjust other things to make this new thing possible?
“n” terms - infinitely possible;infinitely creative. Moving to ideals. 
Requires seeing what institutions have in common
What and who else is needed to make this action work?
What else do we do? Looking at system beyond action we invented.
Who are our allies?
How do we move forward with others?
How do we tell the story, use symbols to create community?

Role of research: help identify allies, possible partners who share this mission

